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Join us on Sunday, January 2nd
Immediately following worship
For a New Year Breakfast!!!

All are invited!
If you would like to help
with the preparations
please contact Heather (Miller) Salter
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PRAYER CHAIN
Begins In The Church Office
(724)843-0862

Prayer Concerns for our Church Family & Friends ...
Home Touch
Joe Biddle
Joann Castor
Tom Clinton
Dave & Linda Eiler
Pat Elick
Paul Grimes
Sylvia Hendrickson
Elmira Hollingshead
Lee Jenkins
Pat Katekovich
Jim & Esther Miller
Jackie Neal
Dottie & Janet Pfaff
Tim Ramsey
Duane & Diana Rape
Donna Rhodes
Mourning Loss
Family of Bob Goehring
Family of Karen Haskell
Family of Matt Schetlin
Family of Paul Schlosser
Surgery
Teresa Brown
Michele Furgiuele
Jeff Hollingshead
Janet Pfaff

General Health
Dawn
Jim
Judy
Scott Acree
Larry Clark
Bob & Eleanor Dick
Sandra Frederick
Tammy Goehring
Skip Haskell
Peggy Hostetler
Ron May
Jeri Miller
Linda & Tom Miller
Louise Morningstar
Walter & Marlene Parish
Scott Perrin
Pat Ream
John Yurkew
Kami Waldrop
Bob Wiltrout
Joys
God is Good!
Christian Finn
Ronald Lizik
Lucas Nyquist—out of hospital!

Other Prayer Needs
Unspoken prayers
Those suffering with addiction

Names will appear on the list for four consecutive weeks
with the exception of the Home Touch and Extended
Care lists. The Extended Care list is for those with
Chronic Illnesses who will likely need prayer long term.
From time to time, if we have not received an update on a
person, they may be removed from the Extended Care list
until we are asked to put them back on with an update to
their condition.

Extended Care
Ellie
Ford
Jeff Aller
Craig Beswick
Mike Book
Bim Brightwell
Terry Dempsey
Ralph Diamond
Caitlin Edge
Connie Elliot
Kevin Finch
Virginia Gobea
Ken Hetzer
Joel Kemerer
Freida Kughn
Jonathan Lapic
Gary Lucente
Gail Lytle
Mark McCaskey
Janice McKinney
Mark Milbert
Lucas Nyquist
Shawn O’Neill
George Perrin
Margie Plocinik
Tim Shane
Wendy Shellhammer
Dave & Amy Smail
Bill & Lois Smith
Nathan Vitale
Michelle Wiltrout

Prayer Chain
If you or anyone you know
would like to be added to the prayer list
or to either the telephone or email
prayer chain,
please contact Elmira Hollingshead
(724)432-3403
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01/01 Sarah Walker

01/10 Madison Knopp

01/01 Elaine Ankney

01/12 Don Zajac

01/01 Chris Ziter

01/13 Melissa Greggs

01/26 Wayne Boyd

01/02 Andrew Fleissner

01/13 Diane Fash

01/26 Audrey Lawrence

01/02 Emily White

01/15 Christina Guay

01/27 Charlie Brightwell

01/03 Laura Frankovich

01/15 Denise Myers

01/29 April Beige

01/04 Amanda Chaousy

01/16 Lila Houy

01/30 John Calve

01/05 Hilliary Coe

01/17 Terri Lewis

01/30 Linda Eiler

01/05 Les McMillen

01/17 Matt Currey

01/31 Alice Ketterer

01/05 Jordyn Moehrle

01/20 Kathy Moran

01/31 Lyla Zundel

01/06 Pat Katekovich

01/21 Gregory Turner

01/07 Paulene Roncevich

01/22 Phyllis Schultheis

01/07 Jackie Simpson

01/23 Amy Smail

01/09 Mike Loschinskey

01/24 Joss Castor

We enjoy being able to share your special dates with you . . .
Please, if we overlook you or someone you know, let us know so
that we can add the special date to our records.

JANUARY ANNIVERSARY!

01/06 Dan & Sue Ann Evans
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Pastor Doug

No Turning Back
I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
No turning back, no turning back.
If you have been with us in worship at all the past 18 months or so, you are aware that I have enjoyed
researching our weekly anthems, or perhaps one of the hymns, to provide a little insight into the
origin of the song. Often, I find the story behind the song as enjoyable as
the hymn itself.
I’ve said on numerous occasions that I love a good mystery, and so I enjoy
researching the history of these songs. Whether written by an “old hand” like Charles Wesley or Isaac
Watts, or a more contemporary writer like Andrae Crouch or Amy Grant, I love the background of
hymns. One of the more challenging songs to research is the old familiar, “I Have Decided to Follow
Jesus.” In our The Faith We Sing hymnal, the music and lyrics are listed as “Anon;” no dates are given.
I shared in worship one morning that I expected this simple song
to have a simple history, however, many theories exist as to it
origin. The United Methodist Discipleship website offers several
possible origins of this beloved song. One account attributes it to
a missionary in India who had converted to Christianity and was
brought - with his family – before the village chief who demanded
they renounce their faith or face execution. To which the missionary replied, “I have decided to follow
Jesus. No turning back.” In response, the chief killed the two children, and said to the missionary,
“Deny your faith, or you will lose your wife, too.” Which prompted the missionary to answer, “Though
none go with me, still I will follow.” The chief ordered the wife to be killed.
With the bodies of the missionary’s family lying on the ground, the chief said he
would give the man one more chance to deny his faith and live. The missionary
responded, “The cross before me, the world behind me. No turning back.” He was
shot dead like the rest of his family.
But with the deaths, a miracle took place. The chief who had ordered the killings
was moved by the faith of the man. In a shocking, spontaneous confession of faith,
the chief declared, “I too belong to Jesus Christ!” When the crowd heard this
from the mouth of their chief, the whole village accepted Christ as their Lord and
Savior. True, or legend? We’ll, we’re not sure.
Another account claims the composer was Simon Marak, a 20th century pastor & missionary from the
Garo section of Assam. According to the composer’s youngest surviving daughter, Marak composed
the song to accompany his travels from church to church as he preached. Simon indicated, “the song
should be sung whenever the ‘good news or the gospel was being preached.’”
(continued on next page)
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Pastor Doug

(continued from previous page)
It may have functioned as a lyrical autobiographical response to a
life full of struggle and pain. The song became popular in Indian
churches, and remains a mainstay of worship music there to this day.
Eventually some of the American missionaries returned from India
and they brought that song with them – yes, a missionary song from
India to the United States. The song found its way to Canadian song
writer George Beverley Shea, who made it a staple at the Billy Graham
crusades.

I have decided to follow Jesus … no turning back, no turning back. The song has been on my heart
lately as I continue to have people ask me, “When do you think we’ll get back to normal?” If you are
one asking that question, let me assure you it is NOT going to happen. The
“normal” we once knew has passed. And, as the old hymn says, “no turning
back, no turning back.”
Actually, the source of the message in “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” dates
back much further than the 20th century missionaries; the foundation for this
hymn is in the words of our Lord himself. In Luke’s gospel, we read of a
conversation between Jesus and several would-be followers:
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you
go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let
me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me
first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:57-62).
“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God” – no turning back. Now I realize there is a difference in turning back
from a commitment to Jesus and trying to turn away from a pandemic, but
throughout the pages of scripture, God continues to lead his people into
unwanted change, and uses that change to bless them. Noah, Abraham, &
Joseph, all had to let go of the life they had known in order to receive the
life God had planned for them. This theme continues in the New Testament, as Jesus continues to lead his disciples away from the life they had
built for themselves. Ad they had no idea where Jesus was leading them. It is as if Jesus was saying,
“You are seeking the blessings you already have – I want you to have even greater blessings.”
As I’ve shared before, one of my favorite books is titled, “When God Interrupts – Finding New Life
through Unwanted Change.” The author – one of my seminary professors - suggests that “we are
living in a society where confusion and loss have replaced certainty and security.” He points out that
we are anxious over many issues, such as crime, the economy, health care, and poverty – and the book
was written 25 years ago! The confusion and loss brought on by this pandemic dwarf our
pre-pandemic concerns.
(continued on next page)
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Pastor Doug

(continued from previous page)
The virus has altered businesses, schools, our daily lives; the virus has caused great disruption in our
relationships. The pandemic has robbed us of our security, replacing it with confusion and loss. At
times, we have all felt like a cork being tossed around by swirling waters, like victims of all the forces
at work around us. And when we realize we can’t save ourselves, it is then that we realize how
desperately we need a savior.
We long to be in control. We yearn for Jesus, but too often we yearn for him to
come and take us where we want to go. But Jesus wants more for us; he won’t
settle for our watered-down dream to accept the life we have known. He keeps
pushing us toward a promise we cannot yet see; and, perhaps, just as frustrating,
to a promise he doesn’t reveal in advance. God will not lay out the plan in
advance for your approval or rejection. For, when you choose to follow God's plan
for your life it is not the plan you are choosing, but God. And when you are unwilling to follow God's
plan for your life, it is not the plan you are rejecting, but God.
I would love to be able to tell you what our post-pandemic lives will be like.
I would love to know what the post-pandemic church will be like. But those
are all in God’s hands. As is the timing. The losses we have experienced are
very real; but I trust in God’s greater plan, even when I find it difficult to
understand.
Few of us are sad to say good-bye to 2021; but we certainly expected the world to be different by the
beginning of 2022. Our challenge is to continue trusting God, and continuing to seek the presence of
Jesus in our wandering. For what Jesus has planned is beyond our comprehension.
In his second letter to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote, “… Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he/she is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new”
(2 Corinth. 5:17, NKJV). When we give our lives to our Savior, he doesn’t simply change us, he doesn’t
simply pick us up, brush us off, and send us on a new path. Everything we have known—the old
things, the old life—has passed away; all things have become new.
In these trying times, I continue to be
grateful for this faith community.
I am grateful for your continued
faithfulness and support and trust as
we care for one another, and for those
in the community beyond our doors.
I look forward to seeing where the
Lord leads us in the coming year, and
the blessings we will receive.
I pray you all have a happy, healthy,
joyful New Year!
Love,

Pastor Doug
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Linda Miller

Joe Biddle
902 Eighth Avenue
Freedom, PA 15042

Jim & Esther Miller
905 Eighth Avenue
Freedom, PA 15042

Joann Castor
311 Highview Circle
Freedom, PA 15042

Thelma Miller
10338 Old State Road
Conneaut Lake, PA 16316

Tom Clinton
1038 Reno Street Ext
Rochester, PA 15074

Jackie Neal
113 Sunset Drive
Cowpens, SC 29330

Dave Eiler
125 Pflug Road
New Brighton, PA 15066

Dottie & Janet Pfaff
2600 Burgess Drive Apt 103
Zelienople, PA 16063

Pat Elick
1310 Route 68
Rochester, PA 15074

Tim Ramsey
724 Druschel Road
New Brighton, PA 15066

Paul Grimes
157 Powell Road
New Brighton, PA 15066

Duane & Diana Rape
130 Harkins Mill Road
Rochester, PA 15074

Sylvia Hendrickson
10 Adams Ridge Blvd. Rm A-8
Mars, PA 16046

Donna Rhodes
913 4th Street
Baden, PA 15005

Elmira Hollingshead
1013 Stockton Ridge
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

John Yurkew
875 McElhaney Road
Freedom, PA 15042

Lee Jenkins
1080 Robinson Street
Freedom, PA 15042
Pat Katekovich
158 Willowmere Park Road
New Brighton, PA 15066

Please take a moment to remember our
Home Touch Friends
with a note, card or phone call.
If you know of someone who should be
added to our Home Touch Friend List,
please contact the church office.
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Elizabeth Deal

Family service night
Knotted blankets for dialysis patients
Tiny fingers of a 3 year old. Aged, experienced hands of long time quilters. The knotted blankets for
dialysis patients service project needed everyone’s
helping hands to be successful.
In under two hours, our church transformed PILES of
donated fleece into 28 fresh, warm blankets that will
envelope a sick kidney patient. Reaching a goal of 10
blankets would have been something to be excited
about! Instead, God provided resources, families,
and compassion to make 28 blankets!
My mom, Joyce, was a dialysis patient at Liberty
Dialysis in Baden. While I could fill pages of many
books with beautiful memories of my Mom, her fight
to bring sunshine into the gloomy world of dialysis is
one that I feel compelled to share with others.
Dialysis is a life-line that requires a patient’s full attention four hours every other day of sitting in a
chair to clean the toxins from the body. Imagine just holding your arm out straight for 4 solid hours
while your blood is pumped into a machine, cleaned, and put back into circulation. My mom made
the very best of the minutes in that chair. Her most favorite day in the month at Liberty was BINGO
day. The patients could use their other arm to fill their card and shout out in celebration to win a
prize. BINGO made the hours pass more quickly. Using her other arm made life feel a bit more
normal. Cheering on others made her smile.
The blankets our church made will be cherished BINGO prizes for months to come. Oh, how I wish
we could see the excitement in patient’s eyes as they choose their favorite pattern. Such a simple
game, simple prize, but splendid gift of love.
Over the last three years, this blanket-making project is one that our family, Boy Scout Troop, and
now church family has invested time and prayers. May you be inspired to pass it on.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH

Or in the Family
Life Center at 9:30
am
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CHILDREN & YOUTH

Join Unionville
United Methodist Church

Family Service Night
January 24th at 6pm in FLC
Families will be making Valentine’s Day cards to send to our shut-in friends.
There will be a variety of supplies available for your family to handcraft special
cards that will surely send God’s love right into the hands of our shut-ins.
Please bring a set of markers to use!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Devotion to use before or after the service night
* Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7
* Share how each member of your family has felt loved.
* Think of a gift or talent God has given each family member and
put it in the place of the gifts. ex.Sawyer can make really creative Lego creations, but if
he doesn’t love, it is for nothing.


Either a parent can say one statement for all of the children, or let each child say one
about him or herself or a sibling or parent. ♡Listen to the song, “The Proof of Your
Love” by King and Country. Then say a prayer together.
(QR code links to the song)
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CHILDREN & YOUTH

Thank you to Robin Beige & all the
Children & Youth for a
wonderful Christmas Program!

_______________________
Please remember our Missionaries
Pray for them, drop them a note wishing them a blessed 2022.

Darlene Rimer
2793 Johnson St
Aliquippa, PA 15001

Karl and Deb Crossman

Pastor Frantz Payoute

7317 Davis Road
Waxhaw, NC 28173

Unit 1023 MENH
3170 Airmans Drive
Fort Pierce, Fl 34946
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Jo Shane

It was the night before Christmas and all thru the house, not a creature was stirring not
even a…. woe, wait a minute. Are those Unionville and Oak Grove elves hanging around
the Giving Tree and are they counting gifts for the third time? A doll for Janie, a truck
for Zack, a game for Taylor, a flat iron for Sally, a plane for David, fishing gear for Keith
and a controller for Bob. Did someone get the train for Bill? I hope they get that
straightened out soon and get them on Santa’s sleigh.
The Big Knob Grange elves showed up with eggs for everyone and a check to boot. The
elves must have been very busy making pies this year. There was another elf that
delivered a check anonymously so that a Merry Christmas could be had by all. The elves
at Freedom Middle School, through their PTA, delivered groceries that they had
gathered at a dance. Freedom Freshman Class’s elves donated groceries and money that
they had collected. Elves have been busy spreading the joy of Christmas where ever
they go.
A thank you note was received that stated that the work that has been done this year
has been greatly appreciated and was a true blessing to the individual. Another person
said that the church has been a blessing to them and he has found a place to fit in.
Many individuals have asked for Prayer as they go through personal health issues or
situation at home. Our true calling is to help in the time of need and be a leaning post
for those who are having trouble standing up.

As we wait for the wonderous star and the miracle of Christ’s birth let us remember
that Christmas is more than elves and Santa. It is a time to rejoice in God’s love for us
and to remember that it is our job to spread that story and God’s love to everyone.
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Jo Shane

Just a reminder:
Do you have a neighbor, friend, or family member who is having financial difficulties?
Pantry Distribution
Tuesday, January 18th
5:00 - 7:00 PM
Questions? Call Jo Shane @ 724-846-5146

Current Food Pantry needs can be found on
Unionville’s Website @ unionvilleumc.org

To all who collected and/or donated food items . . .
To all who contributed financially . . .
To all who bought Christmas presents . . .
To all who packaged grocery bags,
or carried bags to cars with a smile . . .
To all who provided names or contacts of families in need . . .
To those who maintained the Giving Tree or took names . . .
To Jo Shane, for championing this community-wide effort to
insure that all in our community have a Merry Christmas!
To all who helped make Unionville the face of caring . . .
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Resolve to pray in 2022
One of the reasons this pandemic is so challenging for us is that it serves as a daily
reminder that we have far less control than we’d like. We’re told to do this and not to do
that. And we have little input in those guidelines. How we wish there was
something we could do. Well, there is.
We’ve all heard the line, “When all else fails, pray!” Not surprisingly, our society has it
backwards. Why do we wait for “all else” to fail - why not pray first! Why not turn to
the Lord before we wander off the path, before we make poor decisions; why not consult
the Lord daily?

Let us resolve to make 2022 a year of prayer. Let’s resolve to spend more time in prayer
with the Lord in the coming year. Let us invite the Lord to guide us, to transform us, to
walk each day with us. Jesus came as “God in flesh” to bring us
hope, peace, joy, and love. Let us stop trying to control our
lives, and ask Jesus to give us the new life he has planned for us.
We will be focusing on prayer in worship and Bible Study.
Please join us in humbly coming before the Lord.
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Ever wonder what would happen
if we treated our Bible
like we treat our cell phone?
What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?
What if we flipped through it several times a day?
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?
What if we used it to receive messages from the text?
What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it?
What if we gave it to Kids as gifts?
What if we used it when we traveled?
What if we used it in case of emergency?
And here’s the bonus .... Jesus already paid the bill!
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Thank you!
Thank you to all the folks who helped with worship
throughout Advent and for the Christmas Eve services:
Linda Miller, Lohra Allcorn, Robin & the choir, and the sound booth
crew, all of whom worked overtime; to Dave, Sue, & Karen Keppen for
their gift of music Christmas Eve @ 11:00.
Thank you all for enriching our celebration of Christmas.

FAMILY LIFE CENTER
RENTALS
We are currently taking
rental reservations.
Call the Church Office
at (724)843-0862

Paper Recycling Box
Bring your newspapers, copy papers,
junk mail, shredded paper (in plastic
bags), magazines, phone books,
clean cardboard, etc.
and deposit into the recycling box at
the corner of the parking lot by the
road.

Join us for Sunday Worship
in our Sanctuary
@ 9:30 am or virtually by
going to our Facebook page or
www.unionvilleumc.org
for the YouTube Link
Unionville United Methodist Church
1297 Route 68
(New Sewickley Township)
Rochester, PA 15074
724-843-0862
Email: unionville1@comcast.net
www.unionvilleumc.org
Rev. Douglas B. Myers, Jr., Pastor
revdmyersjr@gmail.com * 724-831-8231

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday—Thursday
Noon—4 PM
(724) 843-0862

